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THE SHORT REDACTION
(Academy Copy)

% ) PRAVDA ROSKAIA

1. If a man kills a man, then a brother may avenge a brother, or a son [may
avenge] his father, or a father [his] son, or a brother’s son or sister’s son
[may avenge the death of their uncle]; if there be no one to avenge [the man]
then [the offender] is to pay 40 grivnas for the corpse [lit., for the head]; if
[the dead man] be a [Kievan] Rus’ man, junior member of the prince’s reti-
nue, merchant, bailiff, member of the prince’s personal guard, or if [the dead
man] be a freedman under the prince’s protection or if he be a [Novgorodian?]
Slav, then [the killer] is to pay 40 grivnas for his [murder].

2. If someone be beaten so that he bears bruises and is bloody, then he need
seek no eyewitness [to confirm his complaint]; if he bears no sign [of the
fight], then [let] an eyewitness come forward ; if the [complainant] is unable
[to produce a witness], then that is the end of the matter ; if [the victim] is
unable to avenge himself, then he is to take for the offense 3 grivnas, and also
payment for the physician

3. If someone strikes someone with a cudgel, or a rod, or palm of the hand,
or cup, or horn or the back of the hand, then [he is to pay] 12 grivnas; if they
do not catch him [to return the blow], then he is to pay, and that is the end of
the matter.

4. If someone strikes [a man] with a sword, but does not unsheath it, or [if
someone strikes a man] with the hilt [of a sword],then [he is to pay the
victim] 12 grivnas for the offense.

5. If [someone] strikes [a man’s] arm, and the arm falls off or withers,
then [the guilty party is to pay] 40 grivnas.

6. If [someone is struck in the leg but] the leg remains whole, and then [the
victim] begins to limp, then [let the victim’s] children humble [the offender].

7. If someone cuts off a finger, then[he is to pay the victim]3 grivnas for the
offense.

8. And for a mustache, 12 grivnas ; for a beard 12 grivnas.

9. If someone unsheaths a sword, but does not strike [anyone], then he pays
1 grivna.
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10. If a man either shoves [another] man away from himself or pulls him
toward himself, [then he is to pay the victim] 3 grivnas, if [the victim]
presents two eyewitnesses, if the man [the victim] is a Viking or [some
other] foreign resident, then let him take on oath [to prove his claim].

11 If a slave is hidden either with a Viking or with another foreign resident,
and they do not bring[the slave]forward within three days[after the slave’s
owners announce their loss], and [the slave’s owners]learn[the slave’s where-
abouts], then on the third day[the slave’s owners are]to take back their slave,
and[receive]3 grivnas fot the offense

12. If someone rides on someone else’s horse, not having asked him [the

owner] for permission, then [he] is to provide [the owner] 3 grivnas

13 If someone takes another’s horse, or weapon, or clothes and [the owner]
recognizes [his property] in his own community, then he is to take back his
own [property], and [receive] 3 grivnas for the offense.

14. If someone recognizes [his property], he is not to take it back, and ought
not say to him [who possesses his property], “This [property] is mme”,
instead he ought to say, “Come to a confrontment [to disclose] where you
obtained [the property]”; if he [who is asked to appear] does not come, then
[he is to provide] a guarantor within five days.

15. If someshere someone seeks from another person the balance [of money

owed him], but that person begins to resist, then he is to appear at an investiga-
tion before twelve men; and if he wrongfully did not give [the money] back,
then he is [to return] the money [to its rightful owner], and [pay] 3 grivnas
for the offense.

16. If someone, having recognizedhisown gstolen] slave, wishestotakehimback,
then[the man who acquired the stolen slaveJis to lead him to another [man], from
whom he purchased[the slave], and that man leads him to another, even to the third
[party from whom the slave was acquired]; then say to the third[party], “Give me
your ownslave[inexchangefor thestolenslave],and youseek your ownproperty | i.
e., hisloss]in the presence of an eyewitness[with the help of the stolenslave] ”

17 If a slave strikes a free man, and [then] flees to [his lord’s] house, and
[his] lord does not give him up [for punishment], then the lord takes his slave,
and pays for him 12 grivnas; and if after that somewhere they find him [the
slave], then the man [whom the slave struck] may beat him

18. And if someone breaks a lance, or shield, or destroys clothes, and wishes
to keep [the damaged property] for himself, then [the owner] is to take
payment for it, and if he has broken it, and if he will return it, then [the one
who broke it] is to pay [the owner] money, as much as [the owner] gave for
it.

The Pravda established for the Rus’ land, when Iziaslav [1054-78], Vsevolod
[1976-93], Sviatoslav [1073-76], Kosniachko Pereneg [the Pecheneg?], Mi-
kyfor [Nikifor] the Kievan, and Chiudin Mikula met together.

19. If they kill a steward as an offense, then the killers must pay for him 80
grivnas, and [no other] people [of the community] are responsible ; and [for
killing] the prince’s collector of fines [they are also to pay] 80 grivnas.
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